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PRESIDENT'S CORNER 
With November comes a new phase of our sport...what we do 
in the off season. Some will park their bikes for the entire 
winter, some will look for opportunities to steal one more ride, 
some will do fly and rides, and others will just continue to ride 
regardless of the weather. All of us, however, will enjoy the 
November holidays and partake in Veterans' Day and 
Thanksgiving celebrations. 

Most of you know my parochial views on our veterans and 
their sacrifices. I only hope that, on Veterans' Day, a thought 
at least, ran through your mind. Thanksgiving is more 
complex. The diversity of our group compounds the diversity 
of what each of us are thankful for. As you approach this year's 
Thanksgiving, include a thought of Top Cats and what our 
organization has brought to you. 

Personally, I'm thankful for the opportunity to ride with the 
Top Cats and to have had a safe season. I'm thankful for the 
mutual respect we enjoy in our club and for the close 
camaraderie generated by that friendship and respect. I'm 
thankful for each member's confidence in, and support of, the 
great officers and directors you have elected to lead our group 
through 2001. 

My list of things to be thankful for also includes health. The 
health of my Top Cat brothers and sisters as well as my own 
and, the health of our club as one of the more respected and 
elite riding groups in the region. I'm thankful for the 
enthusiasm, the dedication, the interest, and the 
"Brotherhood" demonstrated by the majority of our members. 
Finally, I'm thankful for the relationships between us that 
grow every time we ride together, the trust we build, the 
confidences we establish in one another, and the solidarity 
that it gives birth to. 

I would be less than honest if I didn't admit, that there are 
many other things I'll be thankful for this year, too. I'm 
thankful that I didn't have to ride with Bernie Weiss or Rik 
Lowry on one of their maddening cross - country Iron Butt 
escapades. I'm thankful that I wasn't following Ric Case when 
his tour pack broke off again. I'm thankful that I didn't have 
to follow Bard Boand on any of his 150 mph rides. I'm 
thankful that I won't have to read one more Kama - Kazi road 
test by Ken Glassman this year. I'm thankful that I wasn't 
following Alicia Kumro on her high - speed jaunt through 
some guy's front lawn on July 4th. I'm thankful that I didn't 
argue with Sandy Vernon and end up with two broken ankles 
as Bill did. And...I'm thankful that I stayed sober enough to 
listen to my friends and not buy a new bike or get engaged to 
anyone! 

Regardless of your blessings, find a little time this 
Thanksgiving to recognize the contribution that Top Cats has 
made to your life. I think you'll pleasantly surprise yourself as 
you remember a few. 

Let's Roll! 

WWW (What, Where, When) 

by John Lunde 

Well Top Cats, another riding season is 
slowing down as mother nature makes her 
demands upon our endurance and common 
sense. So in these quieter months, we are 
going to overhaul the website, to make it 
more dynamic and of use to you, the 
members. 
We will still have information about our club 
and our rides but personal information will 
be removed. To remedy the need for e-mail 
lists, Joe Rabanus will provide me an updated 
roster that will be e-mailed monthly (hard 
copies will still be available at the meetings). 
Please make sure Joe has your correct 
information on hand. Rick Bremer is looking 
into incorporating a Message Board on our 
website.These boards are helpful in organizing 
pick-up rides, technical information and 
social activities. We will keep you posted on 
how this goes. 
The last web-related item is to inform you 
of "topcats_mccehotmail.com". This is an 
address that we will send general information 
to the membership from. Hopefully, when 
your going delete-crazy on junk e-mail, this 
will grab your attention before you erase it. 
If you have any suggestions, comments or 
great ideas (bad ideas NOT needed), please 
forward them to me. 
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110 South Main Street Wauconcla, IL. 60084 

$29.95 
with quick connect lead 

or 
We can convert your bike 
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TOP CATS - Illinois is a group of motorcycle enthusiasts with similar interests. 
Members must consist of responsible leaders, Presidents, Chairman, Owners, 
Proprietors, Kings, Queens, Partners, Principals, CEOs and other "TOP CATS" of 
large, medium and small organizations, institutions, companies and/or countries.  

THE BIKERS WHO SWAN N BUSINESS 
President 	Wayne "Traveler" Kirkpatrick 	 847/854-4137 

(wkirkpa177@aol.com ) 
Vice President 	Rik Lowry 	 847/284-1111 

(lowryhogan@aol.com) 
Treasurer 	Jim "Iceman" Henif 	 847/381-5357 

(jhenif@yahoo.com) 
Secretary 	Ken "Hawke e" Glassman 	 847/394-0326 

(ihawkeye50 	aol.com) 
Founder 	Carl "Virgo" Bender 	 847/732-2767 

(carlbender@aol.com) 
Past President 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax 	 847/438-5236 

(glax@hotmail.com) 
Director 	Sandra Vernon 	 847/634-6402 

vern693@aol.com  
Director 	Bard Boand 	 847/381-1393 

(bboandWedex.com) 
Director 	Terry "Lizard" Kumro 	 847/639-4009 

(aliciakumr@aol.com) 

Remember, TOP CATS meet the TOP TUESDAY of EACH month! 
web site: www.topcats.org  HOTLINE: (847) 622-3501 e-mail: topcats_mcc@hoihnaiLcom  

NEXT MEETING: December 5, 2000 
Committee Top Cats 

Activities 	Jim "Taz" Krepel (windy@dls.net ) 	815/459-9345 
Charity Ride 	Bernie Weiss (gottobl@aolcom) 	 847/831-5393 
Membership 	Joe Robanus (PureBrass@aoLcom) 	847/803-0002 
Programs 	Chuck Prettyman (phan42442@aoLcom) 	847/382-4269 
Products 	Alicia Munro (aliciakuma@aoLcom) 	847/639-4009 
Communications 	John Lunde 	 815/459-2488 
Roar 	(mongerl@hohnaiLcom) 
Website 
Hotline 
Safety 	VVayne "Trawler" ICutpatfic (w8h'kpa177@aoLcom) 847/854-4137 

Terry "Lizard" Kumro (aliciakumr@aol.com) 847/639-4009 
Ric Case (ric.I.case@alac.ameritec.com ) 	847/363-1542 

Sgt at Arms 	Vince O'Leary (vincent104@aol.com ) 	847/438-4998 
Volunteer 	George "Gray Ghost" Lax (glax@hotmaLcom) 	847/438-5236 
Webmaster 	Rick Bremer (cbremer@cusd220.1akeir12.0.us) 	847/382-6143 
HOTLINE 	Rob "Mow Man" Mann (mowmanl3@aoLcom) 847-537-8989 

UAN DVS CC LIE 
Your Lehman Trike Dealer 

New Trikes in stock! 

Ask about our FREE 
Winter Storage Program 

Battery Tender Jr. 

This Coupon Entitles You 
to 20% OFF 

!UltraGard Cycle Covers 
TOP CATS SPECIAL 

0.1 _02 .Q)cipi 1Qq_12L24LDQ_ . 1  

11013 Route 47 
Huntley, II. 60142 

847-669-0256 
Fax 847-669-0772 

visit randyscycle,com for motorcycles  
shop randyscycleonline.com  for accessories 

G-LAx ENTERPRISES 
HEATING & AIR CONDITIONING 

(847) 726-7843 
AIR CONDITIONING 
	GEORGE J. LAX 

HEATING 
	

CELL # (847) 533-5236 
HUMIDIFICATION 
	

P.O. BOX 725 
SHEET METAL 
	

LAKE ZURICH, IL 60047 
SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • ALL MAKES 

RESIDENTIAL / COMMERCIAL 



MY FIRST ARTICLE 
by Rik Lowry 

As everyone knows, our President is insisting 
all the officers and directors get more 
involved with all aspects of the club. One 
of the ways he is doing this is by directing 
one of us to write a separate article each 
month. Here is my first. 

The reason I joined Top Cats is I love to 
ride and was looking to ride with other 
professionals and people of my age 
group. Top Cats fits that bill. It was only 
affer I became a member of the club, 
and started riding with the members, did I 
realize the caliber of the organization and 
how fortunate I am to be a member and 
an officer. 

we can raise almost $40,000.00 in a one 
day ride, to the social events we do as a 
club or the socializing we do getting 
together during the month just to have a 
beer. And all this for just $75. 00 a 
year...what a great membership! 

As we are putting the year together I will 
be asking for your help with ideas on other 
activities, meetings you would like us to 
have, speakers, or anything that you think 
would better our club. I promise to bring 
your ideas and suggestions to the appropriate 
committee for a full discussion. Our club is 
only as good as its members, and the officers 
and directors should be a reflection of 
them. I'm proud to be a member! 

Whether it's going to Sturgis in the style 
that Top Cats offers, the safety courses, 
dinners, pick up rides to various places, 
organized rides during the year, one day 
trips, overnight rides, charity causes where 

FOX 
RT 	12 	a-a-i-  Siff 

SPECIAL VEHICLE TEAM 

FOX LAKE 
847 587 400 

one 
Mercury 

www.foxlakeford.com  
"A WHOLE NEW ATTITUDE" 

LARGEST SELECTION OF FORD TRUCKS AND SUV'S IN LAKE COUNTY 
CHOOSE FROM DOZENS OF FORD PICK-UPS, EXPLORERS, 

EXPEDITIONS, AND MERCURY MOUNTAINEERS 
0000000000000000000000scoo.scm 

TOP CATS SPECIAL! 	 FULL SERVICE BODY SHOP 0 	 X" SAVE 25°/0 
on all bedliners or running boards I 	 EXTENDED SERVICE HOURS 

0 	wi
th the purchase of ANY 
new or used vehicle 	 SALES - SERVICE - LEASING ,,, 2ax®oaxxxxxxxxx_ 
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Only r  a Top Cat... 
By Travele 

As the door to another riding season closes, we all 
try to find just one more good ride. So it was, on 
Saturday, November 4, when Open Road Radio, 
with a little assistance from Top Cats, put on their 
Starved Rock Ride. 

I think it started on our Charity Ride about a month 
ago, in a bar at the half way point, if I remember 
right. Rik Lowry and Gina "Tiger Lady" Woods were 
discussing putting on a ride to Starved Rock and 
how Gina needed help with the route. Never say 
"Help" around Rik. He laid out a great course, pre 
rode it, copied it on flyers and led the first group. 
This single - handed effort was the Top Cats' sole, 
and unofficial, contribution to organizing this great 
ride. (Only a Top Cat would...) 

About a dozen Top Cats and guests, including 
Windy, Jim "Tiger" Irvine, Bill and Sandy Vernon, 
Bill Wilson, and others, met at Egg Harbor at 8:00 
am and followed Rik to the start point at RT. 83 and 
North Avenue. On arrival, we were greeted by Gina, 
raffle tickets, and free coffee. The weather was in 
the low 40's but the spirit was warm as somewhere 
around 80 riders showed up. 

Rik led the first group of nine riders and we were 
joined by a few Chicago riders including Lori 
"Stormmy" Hirshman, Lonnie, and a few others. 

Everything seemed great as we headed west with 
the sun breaking out. Everything until the breakdown 
monster attacked Tiger. Somewhere in Batavia, on 
RT. 25, the monster ate Tiger's throttle cable and he 
fell out. Typical to Top Cats, the word was passed 
to Road Captain Rik that we had a rider fall out and 
he pulled the group over. (Only a Top Cat...) Some 
Chicago rider named Mike, and I went back, found 
Tiger at the Batavia Rental Shop parking lot, and 
began the repair in vain. Rik continued on with the 
rest of the group. 

After accepting defeat, Tiger called a wrecker, Mike 
went on and I stayed with Tiger until the wrecker 
had him loaded. (Only a Top Cat...) While we were 
waiting, the guy from the rental shop, Bill, asked 
why I didn't ride on since the wrecker was on its 
way. I told ol' Bill that, in our club, we don't leave 
a downed rider anywhere, anytime. (Only a Top 
Cat...) He was a bit surprised and just responded 
with "Wow, that's cool." Just then Mano and Joe 
rode by, saw us and came back to check. 01' Bill 
was with a customer who asked him why he had so 
many bikes in his parking lot. Bill explained that 
one guy broke down and the customer asked "Does 
it take all of them to fix it?" Bill silenced the customer 
by responding "They're Top Cats. They don't leave 
their guys anywhere, anytime." (Only a Top Cat...) 

After seeing that everything was under control, Joe 
and Mano took off and ol' Bill commented "Man, I'd 

hate to be the one who tried to steal a bike from 
you guys. You're everywhere." You tend to get a 
feeling of pride when "outsiders" see brotherhood 
at work. (Only a Top Cat...) 

After an hour plus, and with Tiger on his way, I 
headed toward Starved Rock. I wasn't rolling 30 
minutes when the phone rang. It was Rik calling 
from Starved Rock, asking if everything was OK. It 
wasn't just a simple, pick up the phone and dial, 
type of call. Rik asked Windy to call Taz, who was 
working, and get my cell phone number. My cell 
phone is a Colorado number so Rik had to make a 
Colorado call to check on us. I gave Rik an update 
on Tiger and he assured me he'd save me a place at 
the table. Without the cohesiveness we have in Top 
Cats, that phone call would never have been made. 
(Only a Top Cat...) 

The folks at Starved Rock Lodge did a great job 
with the food and we enjoyed a raffle with Sandy 
winning one prize. Gina was greatfull to the Top 
Cats (Rik Lowry's efforts) for their assistance and 
we all departed separately around 3:00 PM for a 
leisurely two - hour ride home. 

I followed Windy who was taking a scenic route 
through Marseilles and north on Old Stage Road. 
We were joined by Don Shaffer and his friend Mike. 
It was great day, and a great route to ride. 

It must have been a great day for the breakdown 
monster too. At a stop light just southeast of 
Marseilles, Windy informed me that my headlight 
was out. Both high and low beams were gone and 
that's a bad sign. Fortunately, Windy remembered a 
bike shop that Taz took her to when it first opened 
in May, 1997. Going on vague memory alone, 
Windy found the place. (Only a Top Cat...) Cliff and 
Brenda Elliott own Natural Born Bikers in 
Marseilles, IL and, within 20 minutes, we patched 
up a fried headlight connector, replaced the bulb, 
and were on the road again, trying to get home 
before nightfall or another burned out bulb. 

As the sun set, and the temperature cooled, Don 
and Mike headed east and Windy and I north. 
Riding the Low Rider, I didn't have my night glasses 
with me and I was concerned about the bulb burning 
out again particularly after sundown. Good of 
Windy had a spare pair of glasses and insisted she 
follow me all the way home. (Only a Top Cat...) 

I couldn't help but think, on the remainder of that 
ride, here's a group of riders who ride safer than 
most, help out other groups, stop for each other, 
loan riding gear to anyone, help in any emergency, 
and follow limping riders home to make sure they 
get there OK. Decades ago, you could rely on other 
riders, you could trust another rider with your bike, 
your wife, your life, your girlfriend... Thankfully, the 
majority of us practice, and embrace these values 
that cause others to think "Only a Top Cat would..." 
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From Design 
To Printing 

In One Facility 

54 Lou Avenue 
Crystal Lake, Illinois 60014 

(815) 356-0023 
Fax (815) 356-0019  

Modem (815) 356-0029 

421 N. Northwest Highway 
Barrington, IL 60010 • 847-382-3474 

The Taz Line 
Taz and T.T. 

Here we come to the end of another riding 
season for most riders, but there are a few 
hearty souls that will bundle up and ride 
into the brisk cold air. 
Well just because we put our bikes away 
doesn't mean we quit thinking about riding. 
Now is the time we need to plan for next 
year. 
So with that in mind I need your help getting 
the correct dates on our calendar, and also 
the length of rides and where our rides will 
lead us to. When you see the calendar you 
will see a circle ride around Lake Michigan 
on the Memorial Day Weekend. For this will 
need to have hotel reservations. To do this I 
have asked T.T. to work with Joe to set up a 
route and see if we can get group rates at 
the hotels if we have enough people 
participating. This is very important for 
future rides that we will be trying to set up; 
because lack of participation will hurt not 
only our rides but our club too. As many 
people have said, when you join a club you 
only get something out of it when you put 
something in, and the more you put in the 
more you get out. 

With that in mind please fill out the flyer in 
roar and either fax it, e-mail it, or even use 
the U.S. Mail* but, show your commitment 
by filling out the flyer and volunteering to 
help the club out. 
I need members to host the Progressive 
Dinner, and to be Road Captains for rides. 

*(mail flyers to) 
Go Travel 
646 E Main St. 
Algonquin, IL 60102 

Your prompt attention in this matter will be 
greatly appreciated. 

WANTED 
"Motorcycle Enthusiast" 

Literate, motorcycle enthusiast needed to contribute 
articles to ROAR newsletter. NO Salary, NO 
Allowances, NO 401K. Benefits...PRICELESS. 
Only requirement is that the articles be about 
motorcycling, Top Cats or NISRA. Please submit 
articles by the 14th of the month [single females 
submit directly to Traveler). 

2:000000'0,,Seg.gg..gXn 

CompleteDetadif tif  Service 
WE COME TO YOU!  

*Motorcycles *Cars 	I 
*Snowmobiles *Boats 

*Trucks *Planes 

We'll Make Your Vehicle  
Look Brand New!  

Call Jim Elder At Lield Enterprises 
708/865-1959 www.Lield.com  Page 5 r 
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argest 
Dealer  

ALL LL MAKES 
BALL IN STOCK NOW ! 

(847) 356-3000 
HONDA 	Kawasaki 

Come ride with us. 

EXCELSIOR HENDERSON 

"Check The NIELSEN 
PRICE Before You Buy" 

SPECIAL FINANCING 

SALES • SERVICE • PARTS • ACCESSORIES 

ON RT. 12 - JUST NORTH OF BONNER, WAUCONDA 

(847) 526-9211 

SUZUKI 

Let the good times roll. 

SUBURBAN HARLEY-DAVIDSON INC. 

2200 N. RAND ROAD 
PALATINE, IL 60074 

847-358-2112 
FAX 847-358-5681 

HOURS 
M-F 10:00 AM-7:00 PM 	I  HARE! DAVIDSON  

SATURDAY 10:00 AM-4:00 PM Clit-Va  
SUNDAY CLOSED 

Minutes of November 2001 
Board Meeting 
by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

Board Members present: Wayne Kirkpatrick, Jim 
Hennif, Terry Kumro, Bard Boand, Ken Glassman, 
Ric Case, George Lax. Others present; OJ Simpson, 
John Lunde, Taz Krepel, and Bernie Weiss. 

No official votes were taken at the meeting. Bard 
Boand discussed the possible changes to membership 
requirements, and will work with Joe Rabanus and 
bring a proposal to the next Board Meeting. Dues 
for 2001 were discussed, and will be finalized at 
the next Board meeting. 

John Lunde was given permission to improve the 
Website in whatever way he feels will benefit the 
site. The roster and e-mail addresses will be 
removed from the site. 

Taz submitted his first draft of the 2001 Events 
Calendar, which will be published in the January 
Roar, and posted on the website. This calendar is a 
fluid document, with additions expected as the year 
goes on. Taz is looking for members to give him 
input and ideas for rides in 2001. 

Terry Kumro and Ric Case will be announcing 
their Group Riding class dates at the next meeting, 
and will attempt to have these classes scheduled on 
different days of the week to make it easy for 
members to choose one to attend. 

Alicia Kumro will submit her final 3 variations of 
the updated logo which will supplement the 
traditional logo for various clothing articles. 

our 1-Stop Motorcycle Shop 
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PASTA DIAVOLO  
CHICAGO 

I 

4  1448 N. Milwaukee Ave. 
Chicago, IL 60622 

.

Phone:773.394.1812 
Fox: 773.394.1809 

Activities-December 2000 

2 	Holiday Party JP * 
3 	Toys For Tots Run, Chicago, IL, 

Dunkin Doughnuts, Dundee & 
Rand, Time: 7:30 am, RC: TBD 

5 	Top Cats' Monthly Meeting ** 
11 	Board Meeting, American 

Smokehouse 6:30 PM 

Contact Jim "Taz" Krepel, Activities Committee, 
(815)459-9345, for ideas, comments, or details on rides. 

Che k he To a ' Ho Line r all event de ails: 847 622-3501 

Custom Motorcycle 
Emporium 

www.idealride.com  

Specializing In Customization 

Of Your Harley Davidson 

New & Used Bikes 

847-428-3400 

1061 E. Main (Rt 72) • E. Dundee 

Kaution Korner 
By Ric Case 

Lite and Horny 

One of the safest things we can do when riding is 
to make our presence know. There are many 
ways and many techniques you can use when 
riding our busy suburban byways. Here are a few 
I have employed while riding, particularly in 
heavy traffic congestion. 
1) As you approach a situation requiring you to 
stop completely, first flash your brake lights with 
either your front and/or back brakes even while 
down shifting and even when using the engine 
back pressure to slow down as you continue 
looking for an avenue of escape, should vehicles 
around you not be able to stop. Once stopped 
keep slight pressure on either or both brakes to 
keep the light illuminated until the vehicle 
behind you has stopped even if the brakes are not 
needed to hold your position while stopped. 
Once that vehicle behind you has stopped you 
can release it if you so desire. 
2) It goes without saying (but I will anyway) that 
the more lights both front and rear the more likely 
you are to be seen. Most motorcycles have multiple 
lights in the front. There is a reason for this. 
When someone attempted to judge your 
approaching speed more than one light provides 
depth perception, which assists in judging how 
fast something is approaching. That's why I 
always ride with my spots turned on. 
3) One of the most under used safety device on 
our motorcycles is the horn. When approaching 
an intersection with even just light traffic, as a 
reminder of its availability, I slide my thumb up 
and over the horn button, just as so I don't have 
to remember just where it is. If anything makes 
an unexpected move towards me not only can I 
exercise my avoidance maneuvers with out 
thinking about the horn, yet it is readily available 
for use should I care to. 

LIB  
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ALL THINGS LEATHER! ! ! 

OUR DECEMBER 5TH MEETING WILL HOST CLEO FROM 
KELLY'S LEATHERS IN RICHMOND. SHE HAS SOME 

INTERESTING NEW ITEMS THAT MAY PROVIDE SOME 
SOLUTIONS TO YOUR CHRISTMAS SHOPPING. 

BRING A GUEST! BRING YOUR WISH LIST. 

Minutes of November, 2000 
General Meeting 
by Hawkeye 

Several guests were introduced, followed by Travelers' thanks 
to Rik Lowry for his work in setting up the ride route for the 
Starved Rock Ride on Nov. 4. He also commented on how 
the Top Cats brotherhood worked again, when Jim Irvine's 
bike broke a throttle cable, stranding him in Batavia during 
the Starved Rock Ride. Several Top Cats sacrificed their ride 
to stick with Jim until help arrived and they knew he was 
taken care of. That's what Top Cats is all about. WE NEVER 
LEAVE A STRANDED RIDER. 

Rik Lowry reported on the last Board Meeting. Major decision 
was that if anyone has a ride or charity event that would 
have the Top Cats name involved with it, they MUST get 
Board approval first. 

Jim Heniff reported that we have $5,690 in our treasury. 

Ric Case's Safety Tip cautioned us to beware of early morning 
frost (black ice), leaves that look dry, but can actually be 
wet, or have frost underneath them. With the daylight being 
shorter this time of year, be aware that long rides can put you 
into darkness on the way home. Ride smart, ride safe. 

Our guest speaker was Paul Siracusa, of Cripple Creek 
Headware. Paul makes custom baseball caps with exotic skins 
and leather, and makes custom cowboy hats and felt hats. If 
you're interested, call him at 847-381-9490. 

Chuck Prettyman, our Events Coordinator, passed out questionnaires 
asking for all members to give him input into programs, 
speakers, and the possibility of holding some meetings at various 
venues such as dealerships, and other motorcycle related 
businesses. Call Chuck and give him your thoughts and ideas 
for future meetings. 

Bard Boand spoke about possible changes in the way we 
approve new members, He discussed possible requirements 
that new members be required to attend our Group Riding 
Safety Course, be required to support our Charity Ride by 
buying a certain amount of raffle tickets, and being assigned 
a Sponsor member to mentor new members in integrating 
them into the club. Please give your thoughts on this matter 
to any Board member, or by writing your thoughts down and 
E-mailing them to John Lunde for anonymous publication in 
the Roar. 

Bard also updated us on Little Sturgis in Davenport on June 
15 & 16, 2001, as well as Sturgis in August. See the Roar for 
more details. 

Membership Chairman, Joe Rabanus, alerted us that invoices 
for your dues renewal will be sent out soon, along with a 
questionnaire to update our roster information. Please, 

please, please return your check and questionnaire immediately 
upon receipt, so that we can get the roster correct, and so Joe 
doesn't have to waste time chasing after people. We're all big 
boys and girls, so lets act like it, and get this done. New 
membership cards will not be issued every year. Cards will 
have a members initial date of joining, and a sticker for the 
current year. 

John Lunde, our Communications Chairman asks all Top 
Cats to e-mail him articles for the Roar, (in Word form) so 
that the Roar has a wider range of ideas, thoughts, suggestions, 
and opinions. It's YOUR newsletter, folks, so contribute to 
it. 

Terry Kumro reported that there will be 4 Group Riding 
Protocol Courses scheduled (1 per quarter) on different days 
of the week, so that EVERYBODY who hasn't taken one can 
attend. 

Jim "Taz" Krepel wants your input regarding rides you'd like 
to see happen, as well as whether you want to participate in 
longer rides that would take 2, 3, or 7 days. 

Jordy Glazov will be leading his annual Door County Ride 
the weekend of June 7-8-9. Accommodations at the Eagle 
Harbor Inn are available. Call Jordy for more info. 

Sandy Vernon presented a beautiful framed collage of photos, 
and newspaper articles to Lisa Norkus of O'Traina's, for all of 
her hard work, support, and generosity for our Charity Run. 

Last but not least, the final Charity Ride numbers are in, and 
Ric Case, Diane and Ray Caprio were proud to announce 
that a check for a whopping $24,000 will be presented to 
NISRA at their Fashion Luncheon November 18. THAT'S 
RIGHT, TWENTY-FOUR THOUSAND DOLLARS!!! (it 
looks way cooler when you spell it out) BIG TOP CATS 
ROAR TO EVERYBODY WHO WORKED SO HARD TO 
MAKE THE CHARITY RIDE SUCH A HUGE SUCCESS. 
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Summer Dreams 	 
by Sandra Vernon 

Winter is here. The bikes are snuggled all shiny and bright in garages across Top Cat Land. On these snowy days, one's mind just seems 
to think about winding roads and warm summer days to come. 

On November 18th, the Top Cats helped NISRA kids fulfill their dreams for fun in the summer sun, by presenting a check for $24,000 
to NISRA at the Holiday Fashion Show Luncheon. This money will be used to provide dozens of summer camp scholarships to kids with 
disabilities that wouldn't otherwise be able to participate. Brian Shahinian, Executive Director of NISRA, states that "Attending one of 
our camp programs ensures that these special kids don't regress over the long summer from the programs they attend during the school 
year". 

Under the leadership of Diane and Ray Caprio and Ric Case, the Top Cats started their engines and ROARED to life for the Fourth 
Annual Fall Charity Ride on October 1st. This was a day for making "summer dreams" come true for NISRA. Over 300 riders lined the 
street in front of O'Traina's just waiting for the ride to start. Mikey Trikey kept things humming, no pun intended, sewing everyone's 
new ride patches on jackets and vests. After a scenic ride through the countryside, we all returned to O'Traina's for food and drink while 
enjoying the music of the Bart Alonzo Band. Steve Buckley and Alicia Kumro were great as they auctioned off prizes to the crowd from 
our generous sponsors. 

All of a sudden, a drum roll and then the moment we had all been waiting for 	 the drawing for that beautiful 2001 Harley Davidson 
1200 Sporty Custom. Jim Schroeder of Lake Zurich was the lucky winner and it took just about all of five minutes for him to arrive at 
O'Traina's to see if it was really true! 

In the blink of an eye, it was over. Volunteers were taking down the tables and tents, you could hear the bikes in the distance as they 
wound their way home. 

How can you begin to describe what just happened that day. 

I think it could best be summed up by saying: We are Top Cats doing what we love, riding, and love what we are doing, making "summer 
dreams" come true for our kids at NISRA. 

The "Camperettees" above are enjoying a walk in the woods last summer. This camp is for children with developmental delays who are 
early childhood ages. As you can see, you're never too young to proudly wear a camp t-shirt! 
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Engine: 
Displacement 
Transmission 
Final Drive 
Length 
Wheelbase 
Seat height 
Fuel capacity 
Dry weight 
List price 
Warranty 

Air-cooled, 45 degree V-Twin 
88 Cubic Inch (1442 cc) 

5-speed 
belt 
102" 
69" 
24" 
5 gallons 
650 lbs. 
$23,995 
2 year/24,00 mile, tire to tire 

2001 Indian Chief 
by Ken "Hawkeye" Glassman 

After nearly a half century, the Indian nameplate has 
recently returned to motorcycling. Their newest dealership, 
called America's Open Road, recently opened it's doors at 
1975 E. Rand Road, in Arlington Heights. When Top Cat 
Ross Schleissmann, owner of America's Open Road, recently 
invited me to test ride their new Indian Chief, he didn't 
have to ask twice. 

The all new Indian Chief features a modern engine, frame 
and running gear, but clothed in the classic lines of the 
Indians of the early 50's. The styling cues that distinguish an 
Indian are the deeply valanced front and rear fenders, 
teardrop shaped gas tank, wide handlebars, and of course, the 
Indian head front fender light . 

One of the first things you notice when you see the Indian 
Chief up close is how "clean" the bike looks. Most of the 
front end wiring is hidden in the handlebars like custom 
bikes, and things like brake calipers, rear suspension and 
final drive belt are covered by the swoopy art deco fenders. 
The long wheelbase, low seating position, and sleek two-
into-one fishtail exhaust pipe almost make the bike look 
likes it's moving, even when its on the kickstand. 

The Chief is detailed like a custom show bike. The paint 
work , fit and finish are truly outstanding. And Indian backs 
each motorcycle with a 2 year/24,000 mile, tire to tire, 
warranty, so you know they're confident about their quality. 

The riding position is upright and comfortable with a very 
low seat height of only 24 inches. The floorboards and 
controls are placed slightly forward. The handlebars are very 
wide which makes tight parking lot maneuvers a bit tricky. 
The seat is very comfortable, and the passenger pillion 
provided good lower back support. All controls are where 
you'd expect them to be. The left side has the turn signal, 
high beam, and horn; the right side has the starter, cut-off 
switch and right turn signal. All controls work well and have 
a nice feel. The speedometer is small, but mounted far 
enough forward on the tank to make it easy to see without 
taking your eyes off the road. A nice touch is the 
speedometer needle that is shaped like an arrow. 

The bike fired up with the first press of the starter and 
quickly settled into a low, loud, nimbly exhaust note. The 
chrome clutch lever feels solid in your hand and has a light 
progressive feel as you engage first gear. Each shift of the 
transmission feels solid and sure. 

The Chief handles quite well on the road. At 650 lbs. the 
bike is lighter than it looks. The suspension is supple without 
being too soft. The long wheelbase and wide tires gives it a 
relaxed feel when cruising on the highway. The front end felt 
light yet stable in high speed turns. Like most cruisers, cornering 
capabilities are limited by the floorboards not the suspension, 
but the Chief was more than able to put a helmet full of 
smiles on your face in the twisties.The very wide handlebars 
are a mixed blessing. They give you lots of leverage when 
initiating turns, but at speed I felt like a spinnaker on an 
America's Cup yacht. I suspect that when fitted with one of 
Indian's handsome windshields, that sail effect will become 
manageable. Because of the heavily valanced fenders, I 
expected the bike to be greatly affected by crosswinds, but to 
my surprise I didn't notice anything out of the ordinary. At, 
"No, Officer, I didn't realize how fast I was going" speeds, the 
fenders felt like they were holding things back aerodynamically. 
The old-timers would say that it was just part of the "Indian 
riding experience". 

One thing about the Indian Chief, it really draws attention 
everywhere you go. At stop lights, people would roll down 
their windows and yell, "Nice bike." People on the street 
would flash a thumbs up, and other bikers would weave 
around traffic to get close enough for a good view. I don't 
think I could have attracted more attention if I had Tyra 
Banks on the back wearing her new Victoria's Secret 
underwear. One thing's for sure, when you pull up to your 
favorite hangout,•you won't see 5 or 6 of them lined up in 
the parking lot. This one really stands out. So if you have an 
iconoclastic streak in you, and want an American cruiser 
with the attributes of a Harley, take an Indian Chief for a 
test ride. 

Back at the dealership Ross Schleissmann showed me a full 
line of accessories for the bike, like the handsome leather 
fringed saddlebags available in several colors to coordinate 
with the 12 color combinations the Chief is available in. 
Windshields, sissy bars, solo seats, and an array of chrome 
bits to dress up the Chief even more are available. He also 
stocks a full line of riders wear from T-shirts, hats and fleeces, 
to leather fringed gloves, chaps and motorcycle jackets. All 
with the distinctive Indian logo. Dozens of gift items are 
also in stock. 

2001 INDIAN CHIEF SPECS 

Power comes from a tweaked 88 cubic inch (1442cc) S & S 
Evo-styled engine, which has been the basis for thousands of 
custom bikes over the years. Until Indian unveils it's own 
proprietary engine, owners can feel confident about reliability, 
and if necessary, be able to service it at any shop that works 
on Harley-Davidson's. The "feel" of the engine from the seat 
of the pants will be familiar to anybody who has ridden an 
American V-Twin in the last decade. There is enough rumble 
and vibration to let you know you've got a lot of power 
underneath you, but not enough to loosen your fillings. On 
the road, the engine feels strong down low where it should, 
and still packs a punch at the top end when you flick your 
wrist to move out to pass. Both front and rear 4 piston billet 
caliper brakes worked well. The feel and pull effort of the 
front brake was excellent, while the rear brake felt just a bit 
too grabby. 
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Oft SPOTS 	 You know, I think the toothbrush must have been invented 
By Traveler 	 in Oklahoma. If it was invented anywhere else, it would 

have been called a "Teethbrush". 
BREATHALYZER: Sure enough, some politicians still show 
their hatred for motorcyclists. Senator Singleton from 
Missouri, recently concurred with a no - helmet bill as 
long as riders had $100,000 medical coverage, wore seat 
belts, and took a breathalyzer test before every ride. 
Amazing! 

E-BIKING: Motorcycleworld.com  features the Look Smart 
Motorcycle Center, which allows users to search for new 
and used bikes by make, size, seat height, weight, etc. 

EXCELSIOR - HENDERSON: Once again, E-H has 
emerged from apparent disaster and will be producing 
motorcycles. The company's reorganization plan, under 
Chapter 11, U.S. Bankruptcy Code, was approved this past 
August. Stay tuned because, most of the old management 
team is still in place. 

RIDE FOR KIDS: We should be proud that we had great 
Top Cat support for this year's Northbrook Ride For Kids 
and that our own Doc Vito Racanelli was a co - organizer 
of the event. As of early September, this was the second 
biggest fund raiser for the Pediatric Brain Tumor 
Foundation of the U.S. generating $223,185. Ted Nielson, 
of Nielson Enterprises, one of our ROAR advertisers and a 
long - time supporter of the PBTFUS, was the top 
individual supporter with a contribution of $14,620. 

RIDING PROTOCOL: FYI. We have changed the name 
of the Top Cats' Road Captain / Safety .Course to better 
reflect what it actually is. The new name is Riding 
Protocol Course wherein safety, group riding protocol, and 
road captain responsibilities are taught. Look for one 
course per quarter in 2001. 

WINTERIZE? As unpredictable as the weather has been, 
with nice sunny days appearing periodically December 
through March, you might just want to keep the ol' 
scooter ready to ride throughout the winter. And...you 
never know when that phone will ring and someone will 
ask "Hey, wanna trailer to Las Vegas and ride this 
weekend?" 

BIKER CULTURE 

Seems that an ol' biker, down in Arkansas wrecked his bike 
and, unfortunately, his wife was killed. He called 911 and 
they asked him where he was located. He told them he 
was on Eucalyptus Street and the operator asked him if 
would spell that. He replied "How about if I just drag her 
over to Oak Street and meet you there?" 

How do you know when you're in a real second - rate 
hotel? When you call the front desk and tell them "I gotta 
leak in my sink" and the say "Go ahead." 

The incidents of Top Cats being stopped by police is 
probably below "industry" standards but, if you do get 
stopped, don't ever say: 

* " Aren't you the guy from Village People?" 

* " Are you Barney or Andy?" 

* " Wow! I thought you had to be in good 
physical condition to be a cop." 

* " I pay your salary, you know!" 

* " Thanks officer. The last Officer gave me a 
warning too." 

* " I can see your point but, I still think you're full 
of S***!" 

* "Court date? How about never? Is never good 
for you?" 

* "My attitude? I'll try being nicer if you try being 
smarter." 

* "I like you Officer. You remind me of when I 
was young and stupid." 

* "Go ahead, keep validating my hatred of cops." 

* "Sure, I'll ride slow if you'll drive slower." 

* "Keep talking Officer, I'm already visualizing 
duct tape over your mouth." 

* "Why do I always attract freaks?" 

* "I'm not rude. You're just insignificant." 

* "Ticket? Go ahead. I started out with nothing 
and I still have most of it." 

* "Is sarcasm a prerequisite for your job?" 

* "If I throw a stick, will you leave?" 

* "I'm trying to imagine you with a personality." 
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TOP CATS ACTIVITIES & RIDES 

HELP! 
I NEED YOUR HELP TO MAKE OUR ACTIVITIES CALENDAR THE BEST. I ALSO 
NEED YOUR WANTS, DESIRES, AND WILLINGNESS TO PARTICIPATE ON OUR 
RIDES. WE ARE LOOKING TO DO MORE OVERNIGHT RIDES AND MAYBE 
LONGER RIDES. 
PLEASE FAX THIS TO 847/658-5294 OR E-MAIL TO WINDY@DLS.NET  WITH 
YOUR THOUGHTS AND COMMENTS. IF NOT ENOUGH ROOM PLEASE USE A 
SEPARATE PAPER. 

TAZ & TT 

WEEKEND TRIPS 	 Y N 

7 TO 10 DAY TRIPS 	 Y N 

TRIP TO SOUTHERN IL. 	 Y N 

TO HARLEY MUSEUM 	 Y N 

RIVER BOAT OVERNIGHT 	 Y N 

OTHER CALENDAR EVENTS 

NAME (OPTIONAL) 
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